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The Microsoft SharePoint Product Line
Microsoft’s SharePoint is receiving a lot of attention these days and with that attention comes some confusion about the different SharePoint products, how they are named and commonly referenced.
Happily, there are not too many SharePoint products and there is a lot of commonality across them.  Each product supports an extensive set of repository and document management functionality including 

· Sites and sub-sites

· Document Libraries (Repositories)
· Customizable Lists

· Document versioning with check in/check out
· Metadata and metadata validation

· Basic workflow

· Basic search

· WebParts (Modular placement of components/functionality)

With any of the SharePoint products, users have a place to store, find, edit, share, and publish many types of documents including all Microsoft Office documents as well as virtually any other type of digital asset.
But there are differences.  The primary categorization of SharePoint products is
· Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 (aka WSS 3.0 or “WSS”)
· Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 (aka MOSS 2007 or “MOSS”)
There are two versions of MOSS 2007: Standard and Enterprise.  The table provides an overview of the product line
.  Note that the functionality increases (additive) as you move from left to right.
	
	Windows SharePoint Services 3.0
	MOSS 2007

Standard
	MOSS 2007

Enterprise

	Positioning/Heritage
	Enables collaboration 
	Entry point for enterprise features 
	All features

	Licensing
	Ships with Windows Server 2003 (or later)
	Requires server and user (CAL)
 licensing
	Requires server and user (CAL) licensing

	Editorial Comment
	This functionality enables the team and  collaboration support in Office 2007
	Several key features align this product with broader enterprise needs
	Additional specialized features add appeal for increased scale and complexity


A few additional points on the “Name Game”:

· All three products are referred to correctly as “SharePoint”

· The services available in WSS are also available in MOSS
· As you see in the table, it is not correct to use the term “MOSS” to include all the SharePoint products

Most of us who focus on SharePoint for their work consider WSS to be a sub-set of MOSS 2007 functionality, albeit a very powerful and useful one.  An example will help to explain.
Search

All SharePoint products include a full text search engine supported by crawl and index services.  For example, if you enter “McDonalds”, the “results set” will contain list items, documents and folders where “McDonalds” is in the file name, in the text of the document
, or in the associated metadata.  Great – nothing can elude you as you dig for the critical document right before the big meeting.  But, what if you only want those documents in which “McDonalds” is a customer?  Or a supplier?
MOSS extends Search in two dimensions:
First, it is possible to do metadata searches.  That is, if you have set up a property such as “Customer” or “Supplier”, you can look for matches on “McDonalds” in just that property.  Using something called a “Managed Property” you can find matches in either Customer or Supplier but still not return any other matches on “McDonalds”.
Secondly, with MOSS, the search scope can be broadened to include other SharePoint sites, network drives (file shares), web sites, Exchange Public Folders, Lotus Notes, and even databases
.  
There are other powerful features which are available only in the MOSS SharePoint products.  The following is a representative sample.
	MOSS 2007 STANDARD

	Advanced Search
	Property (“Fielded” search”) and increased search scope

	Enhanced Workflow
	More Out-Of-The-Box (OOTB) workflows and more activities in SharePoint Designer

	Single Sign On
	Access to back end applications credentials integration

	Enterprise Portal
	My Sites (user personalized sites), User Profiles, Site Portal Templates, etc.

	Records Center
	Records Management: Information Management Policies and Records Repository


	MOSS 2007 ENTERPRISE

	InfoPath Forms
	Electronic Forms: creation forms for information capture, storage, workflows

	Business Intelligence
	Excel Services: Publish for global, interactive use such as pricing models

	
	Report Center: libraries and services to publish and share reports, data connections, and dashboards

	
	Business Data Catalog: access to external and back-office system data


Here are some examples of the various SharePoint products’ usage.
WSS 3.00
· Document repository for smaller organizations or those having more homogeneous document types
· A group of independent sites, e.g. HR, Operations, Technology where there is limited need for cross search

MOSS 2007 Standard

· Multiple repositories with federated search capability
· Document/Records life cycle management

· Extensive metadata, workflow, and other functionality  to provide application-like features for one or more sets of enterprise documents
MOSS 2007 Enterprise

· Dynamic enterprise Intranet with aggregated reporting and information sharing
· SharePoint as the universal storage and collaboration platform
Our view is that all SharePoint deployments are most successful when planned and coordinated to support the intended purpose.  This approach becomes increasingly important as you move up the SharePoint product ladder!
� The inevitable caveats: Microsoft has new offerings which allow customers to host SharePoint using a “Software as a Service” or SaaS model.  Also, there is a separate licensing component to supporting external, anonymous access or “Internet Sites”.  But this is the mainstream product line.


� Client Access License


� There is no text matching for scanned images unless they are run through an OCR engine


� MOSS Enterprise only
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